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MR. TOLSOK: 



October 10, 1966 



RE; ASSASSIMATIOK OF PnSSID2!iT KENl^EDY; 
IIEETIKG V7ITH JUSTICE FORTAS, 2 p.ra. 10/7/66 
AID REQUEST FOR DIRECTOR TO WRITE BOOK 



i!t.‘ Tolson 
Mr. DeLoora 
Mr. Moht/y^ 

Mr. WM -L 

Mr. Ccfcper — 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Fait y — 

[r. Gale ,r 
Mr. Rosen — — 
Mr. Sullivdi^f^— 
Mr. Tovel r 

Mr, Trotter 

Tele. Room : — 

Miss Holmes* 

Miss Gandy 



I sa\? Justice Fortas at 2:45 p.n. this 

afternoon at his chambers at the Supreme Court Building. 

Pursuant to the Director’s instructions, I outlined to 
Justice Fortas the many reasons why the Director could not 
accede to the Fi^esident’s and Justice Fortas’ request that 
a lengthy article, series of articles or boolc be written by 
the Director concerning captioned matter. I told Justice Fortas 
the Director wanted to be of all possible assistance to the 
President and him, however, in this particular Instance the 
Director would appreciate consideration be given to the above 
reasons why it v/ould not be logical for him to undertake this 
project . 

Yfithout any hesitation. Justice Fortas told me he 
agreed with the Director. He stated he could not indicate this 
prevlov.sly, however, he had argued with the President that it 
v/as not logical for the Director to prepare this book inasmuch 
as the Director in doing so would necessarily have to substantiate 
the investigative efforts of many other agerc*esother than those 
of the FBI. 
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Justice Fortas indicated be had no argur.ent whatso- 
ever with the Director's thoi’ghts. In reply, I told him the 
Director had sugeested that Chief Justice TTarren misht underta.'te 
such a project inasmuch as he, the Chief Justice, would be acting 
in his capacity as Chairman of the :?arren Coaunission rather than 
in the capacity of Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. Justice 
Fortas stated he doubted Chief Justice T/arren would agree to this 
•assumption. Ke added, however, that Lee Rankin, the Chief Counsel 
\of the ’"arren Conunisslon, had agreed to write a book; however, 

I Rankin's book would not be ready for publication for approxl.’nately 
»one year. 

( Justice Fortas stated he and the President would deeply 
appreciate the Director giving consideration to issuing a statement 
or writing one brief article restricted solely to the controversy 
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raised by critics with respect to the differences as shown in the 
autopsy between the FBI reports and i^e final conclusion ije 
warren Comnission. I told Justice Fortas this would be brought 
to the Director's attention and I felt certain - 

would be agreeable to the Issuance of a statement in this regard 
so long as the statement pertains to this one point. 

1 brought up the subject of Harold Reis with Justice 
Fortas. After outlining to him the fact that Reis was undoubtedly 
responsible for any misunderstanding which had arisen between the 
Department and the FBI, Justice Fortas interrupted me and said 
he had known Reis for many years and disllkrfhim intensely 
since he, Justice Fortas, had represented the Puerto Rican Govern- 
ment in dealings for the United States. He stated Reis had stuck 
a knife in his back on more than one occasion. Justice Fortas 
stated in one instance he had told former Attorney General 
Katzenbach in President Johnson's presence of the fact that Reis 
had a very brazen, undesirable personality and that Katzenbach 

I should get rid of him. Fortas asked me to tell this fact to 
Ramsey Clark the ne?:t time I see Clark. I will, of course, do 
that this afternoon. 

Pursuant to the Director's instructions, we are 
preparing a statement in line with the President's and Justice 
Fortas' request. 

Respectf^illy, 



Respectni 

</ / 



C. D. DeLoach 
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ti1< , virliiiilly <^vi*iy niio of mir li«’l«’ '^’ir-ps iih wpII ii>* ojir HiiiMon 
olli< I ' iliiiMiil wpir iiiviilvpil in «»•»»> |ilii< | V jiiiollior of tlio invcHlipw 
lintiS Amoiit: oilier lliioc'*. HoiitP,2.'i,nnO Werviows worn hnnillpil. • 
j\lr. Huiinkv. How miiiiv inlervimvHT 

Mr. Huovmi. 25,0011. ‘ ■ • * 

(Diseitssioii off Mip. rccoril.) ^ • i i 

Nlr. IIoovKii. -As tin nrierninlli of llie iiKsnssiniirKin, wc iis.sisIpii_IIic 
S rerpl. .*N*rvi«‘o in Hip jiiolpolion of Hip. IVosiilrnl. when ho. visi|p.d 
viirious lopiililipK. W’p fnrnishc»l n loliil of supciiil iijjpols on 74 
orciisions. 'Phis, 1 helipvp, is poin'i to ho r.orrpcl.p«l in this ( ’onjircw in 
Iho ixiiproiirinlion for iho Secret Service. They have the full and 
sole responsibility for the protection of the President. As H is, we 
Imve had to work jointly and wherever that happens, if anything goes 
wrong, the jdareinent of responsihilit.y is very diflicnlt.. 

I must say that our relations with the Secret Service have been most 
harmonious. Mr. Rowley, who is the Chief of the Secret Service, 
was formerly an agent in Hie. FBI. lie is on the FBI National 
Academy faculty. 

I hand to the. chairman a statement which deals with the report of 
the State Department, on the basis of which I charnctcrix.cd Oswald 
"not a risk." • . •. * 

Mr. Rooney. Wo shall in.scrt this statement at this point in the 
record. • • • ‘ * 

(The statement follows:) 

* ^ * 
Statk DBrAiiTMENT Repoiit ON Dasis of Which I CiiAiiAfrr>:iii7.Eo Oswau) 
Aa a ‘TiioHOuaiiUY Safe 

Wlirn Ipstifying lirforo ihe Wurrnn CoinmisAion on ATfiy 11, 1001, T b1i\1ftil timt 
a St.:il 43 DiMMirtmctiii ri*iM»rl. iiiiliriiictl JA?n llnrvr.y O^wnlil wan a ‘'iJioroiiglily Fafc 

risk.” • * I 

Siifh sfatniwni wns ha.sorl iinoii a Vonigii S«Tvin? (liwpalrli from 1!ir Ainrriran 
Eiiil»n.s.HV in Mosrow to llii? n«'p;»rl infiit of Sinln, WjiMliinglfn.ilD.C., flispMrh 
No. Ull ilalrtl .Inly J 1, l!M*il. 'riii.M <li.s|mirli fnrlh li MiininiMry of Osw.-iIiI'b visit 
to till* AiinTir.'iii ICniliiis-sy, Mo^^o\\• ll.S.S.U., on .Inly 8, ni wliiHi time* 

(VAV;ilfl ns|iioMl.i*fl l4i n*tnVii to tin* l^nilnl S!:iti*s with his wifi*. Thi* ilisp.ntrh 
coiifiiinR thn following p:iragr:iph r»*1;\t.ing lo Oswald ns notod liy the Ainoricnn 
Endwssv intiTvinwing onirifil, Mr. Hirlmrd Snyilor: , , , t’ 

“Twrnty months of tho ri*nlilii‘-H of lifi* in thr. So\lrt Union hrivt* ch'nrly had a 
inatiiriiiR J-fTret on O.swald. IJi* staU*«l frankly that ho had Iranu il a hard lrs.son 
Ihi*. liard way nml that In* hail Imtii r.oiiipli1i*lv rrliovrd of lii.H illnsions al»mit tlio 
Soviet Union at the siiino iiinc* that hi* nrcpiinif a now undor.<lnnding and npprrcia* 
tion of iho United Stn1c*s and iho inraning of frcofloin. Min-h of the arrogance 
and bravado which chnr.artorizi-d him on his first visit to the Kinh.assy apj>oarB to 
have left him. He Rt.atcd that ho is in contact, with his mothor and a brother in 
the United St.at 4 «. He siatefl that he h:id aboul 200 rubles and that he and hit 
wife w‘ould save more for rvrnlual costs of tfrlvelinc to the United Static.” 
Further indication that the .State Department ilid not considiT Oswald a risk 
is shown bv the fact that the St:i1i* Drp.art incut renewed Oswald’s pass|H>rt for a 
return to the United States and gave him a lo.an in the sum of $135.71 to finance 
his and his f.omily’s trip to the Uniteil Stales. , ^ , i. 

Aflditional evidence that the Stat4! Department did not consider Oswald a risk 
is shown by the fact that when Oswald requested o new' p.a5.**port for travel abroad 
on June 24, 1903, wherein he indicated he planned lo stay abroad for from 3 
months to 1 year and to visit England, France, Germany, Holland, Russia, Fin- 
land, It.alv, and Poland, the Sbate Department saw fit to issue liim a nass|>ort for 
Biich travel on the following day, .lune 25, 1903. Obviously the St.atc Department 
did not consider Oswald a rlslt hi issuing him a passport on this occasion. 
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